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MINUTES OF SPRING TSA BUSINESS MEETING                                                                           18 October, 2009 

 

(Convened at Paradise Canyon during Texas Cavers Reunion). Submitted by Denise Prendergast 
 

Officers Present: Mark Alman, Chairman; Robert Bisset, Vice-Chairman; Denise Prendergast, Secretary 
Officers Absent: Darla Bishop, Treasurer 
 
TSA Members and Cavers in Attendance: Lee Jay Graves, Don Arburn, Jim Kennedy, Don Broussard, Joe Ranzau, Geoff Hoese, 
Ellie Thoene, Andee Kinzy, Arron Werthein, Matt Turner, David Ochel, Jacqui Thomas, Ron Ralph, Ernie Garza, Linda Palit, Dave 
Lester, Jay Jorden, Ann Scott, Ryan Monjaras, Zach Schudwowitz, Orion Knox, Monica Ponce 
 
Welcome and Introductions/Chairman's Report: (Alman). Alman convenes meeting at 10:00 am. Thanks all for coming, good 
year, good TCR, gained some new members during registration yesterday.  
 
Vice-Chairman’s Report: (Bisset). This is his last term. Election results for TSA officers will be available before Halloween. New 
Vice Chair should get with Colorado Bend staff to see if OK to have TSA Winter Meeting there in January. Kennedy says he’ll check 
with the park. Alman says Bisset has done a great job these last two years. 
 
Secretary's Report: (Prendergast). Minutes from the Spring Meeting were distributed. It was asked if any corrections were necessary, 
and no one said yes. A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes. Motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: (Alman in Bishop’s absense). Alman passed around copies of the Treasurer’s Report. Alman says it is not quite 
up to date, lacking some info. 

o The ending balance on 10/1/09 was $5,293.08 ($1,619.70 in operating account and $3,673.38 in the savings account).  
o Spring Convention brought in $2,030.00 in April. 
o There was an ICS donation of $2,200.00 in June. This was to award convention registration to some international attendants. 
o There was an NSS WNS donation of $500.00 in May to promote research of WNS issues. 
o There was a TSA store expense of $800.00 in June. 
o Publishing The Texas Caver cost $785.85 in June and $1,056.69 in September. 

 
Alman says we have a negative income right now (income less expenses currently $2,648.18), but it’s not as bad as it looks. We had 
major donations during the last period. We have close to 200 members now, and the approximately 50 who receive The Texas Caver 
on line are saving lots of printing costs.  

 
Standing Committee Reports 
 
TSA Projects—(Kennedy). Kennedy stated that Marvin Miller and family are moving back so Government Canyon will resume as a 
TSA project in the fall. It has great potential, with 40 caves and large portions still unchecked. New land has been purchased. There 
was a CBSP trip last week. Four new caves were found, and 20 people participated. Monthly trips will continue through possibly June. 
Jerry Atkinson is running the TSS Lake Amistad project. There was a trip over July 4th. Andy Gluesenkamp and Terry Holsinger have 
a project at Eisenhower Ranch-lots of caves and opportunities there. 
 
Alman says Leakey Ranch wants help, and the Critchfield Ranch near Saledo is a potential project. 

 
TSA Website— Butch Fralia not present. Alman says Butch has been hospitalized lately and could use someone as backup for the 
website. Matt Turner volunteers. 
 
Membership Committee — (Prendergast). Prendergast says membership is up after TCR registration.   
 
Conservation Committees – (Tiu absent). Alman says Tiu has sent many grottos a video about WNS, and Alman will ask him to ask 
the grottos to show it again.   
 
Safety and Techniques— (Broussard absent during discussion but present later). Alman says Don has done a great job but is resigning 
this position. Alman has asked David Ochel to consider the position.  
 

Publications— (Alman). Alman is happy with the new printer of The Texas Caver. Printing costs are staying low. Prendergast 
volunteers to proofread. Ralph says to check your address to make sure you receive your copy. Alman says he needs trip reports, 
funny stories, articles. 
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TSA Store – (Graves). Graves says the TSA Store sold $1,100 at ICS. We’re in the black. Palit says Graves did triple duty manning 
the store at ICS. 

 
Old Business 

 
TSA Convention Costs for Kids – Bisset says we want to encourage people to bring their families. Kennedy says some venues have 
higher costs than others. Bisset says we need to keep the policy flexible and let the Vice Chair decide on a case-by-case basis. 
 
TSA Store Tent Pole Bags – Kennedy says we ordered them after Spring Convention, but Becky has not had time to do them yet, will 
soon.   

New Business 

 
Officer Elections – Alman says Ralph has done a great job as Elections Committee Chair, but is stepping down. Ralph says folks 
should consider doing the job. New election has only one person running per position. 3 out of 4 officers are rerunning. Ballots were 
handed out at TCR registration. He emailed the vast majority of TSA members about the election, and it was discussed in the recent 
The Texas Caver. No hard copy ballots are being mailed out this year, except for a few he’ll send out on Monday to people who could 
not be here to vote. Kennedy says mailing out hard copy ballots is not effective, since only about 40 get returned each year. A motion 
was made to close nominations. Motion carried. 

Safety and Techniques – Broussard says there were no real safety problems at ICS.  

Location for TSA Convention in April - Alman says the location will be discussed at the Winter Meeting. Bisset says the new Vice 
Chair will pick the location. Palit says it is best to have a place picked by January. 

WNS Update – Kennedy says it’s been a busy year for WNS research. Recent study has stated that the cause is the fungus found on 
the bats’ noses. News is available at NSS website. The range is moving south and west. WNS sanitation kits are available for use. 
Texas Parks and Wildlife is considering closing all caves in state parks. Kennedy requests that a statement be posted in The Texas 

Caver reminding folks of WNS and decon importance; Alman says he’ll do this. 

15th ICS, Final Thoughts – Alman says the final costs have not yet been tallied. Will know after end of year. Hoese says the TSA 
donation to cover the registrations for some international attendants was very successful. That committee is now dissolved.   

Anything Else? – Ralph says that at the TCMA meeting this morning, it was discussed that TCMA, TSS, and TSA might consider a 
joint purchase of an enclosed trailer to haul stuff to conventions. It would be locked and stored in a secure place. TCMA is interested, 
and Ralph will check with the TSS Directors. He is asking TSA to appoint a committee to look into the trailer. Bisset, Kennedy, Scott, 
and Ranzau volunteer for the committee, with Bisset as the head. Ranzau says many items will not be kept in the trailer such as books, 
but things like poles and tents will be stored in it. The committee will present their findings at the Winter Meeting. 

Announcements 

None.  
 
Alman made the motion to conclude meeting at 10:45 am. Seconded and motion carried. 
 
 


