
  

 
MINUTES OF SPRING TSA 

BUSINESS MEETING, 
14 April, 2007 

 

(Convened during the TSA Spring Convention in 

Albert, TX. Submitted by Mark Alman) 
 

Officers Present: John Brooks, Chairman; Jacqui 

Bills-Thomas, Vice-chairman; Mark Alman, Secre-

tary; 
 

Officers Not Present: Michael Cicherski, Treas-

urer (Out of town) 
 

TSA Members and cavers in Attendance: John 

Brooks, Jacqui Thomas, Mark Alman, Joe Ranzau, 

Don Broussard, Linda Palit, Allan Cobb, Gerald 

Atkinson, Jocie Hooper, Pete Strickland, Rod 

Goke, Kel Thomas, Logan McNatt, Carl Kunath, 

Lee Jay Graves, Bill Bentley, Tom Byrd, Bill Rus-

sell, Jim Kennedy, Marvin Miller, Lisa Miller, 

Ernie Garza, Gary Franklin, Michael Martin, Den-

nis Gilpin, Don Arburn, Jay Jorden.  
 

Chairman's Report: (Brooks) Convened meeting 

at 4:30 PM. Thanked all for coming and thought 

that the Convention was well attended Stated that 

the location was excellent and the weather, despite 

the thunderstorms the evening before, was great. 

 After mention of the Winter Meeting min-

utes being available to review, a motion was made 

and seconded to accept the minutes as read. Motion 

carried.  
 

Vice-Chairman’s Report: (Bills-Thomas) Pro-

ceeded to give a very thorough report of the week-

end. As of the time of the meeting, 76 had regis-

tered with very few pre-paid via the TSA website. 

Break even for the weekend was 110, but more 

paid after the meeting. See Treasurer’s report. 

Ways of improving attendance was discussed. 

 Discussion ensued first by Jim Kennedy on 

ways of easing pre-payment for future conventions.  

Preferred method is to be able to do it online, rather 

than printing out the form, filling it in, and mailing.  

 Rod Goke suggested having a TSA repre-

sentative at each Grotto meeting to pass out forms 

and collect monies.  

 Jacqui stated that she had contacted all 

Texas Grottos to post an announcement of the con-

vention on their websites and in their newsletters, 

but only Joe Ranzau of Bexar Grotto had re-

sponded.  

 Allan Cobb suggested using a different list 

server for announcements (see Standing Committee 

Reports-TSA Website) and it was concluded by all 

that CaveTex was serving this purpose well and no 

other lists were needed.  
 

Secretary's Report: (Alman) Minutes from the 

Winter Meeting were available for all to read. Mo-

tion made to accept the minutes, rather than read 

them all. Seconded and approved. 

  

Treasurer’s Report: Submitted via email by Mi-

chael Cicherski, Treasurer 
 

 TSA Financial Report for 2007 
 

Through April 17, 2007 the TSA has assets of 

$8,036.84 in the Operating Account, $3,661.30 in 

the Savings Account and $7,754.72 in the Land 

Fund Account totaling $19,452,86.  

 For a rough comparison, the total assets at 

or near the same time period were: 

 

2007 $19,452.86 

2006 $19,246.22 

2005 $17,916.59 

2004 $16,483.63 
 

Please note that most of the income and expendi-

tures for the TSA Spring Convention have been 

added into the above figures. The final numbers for 

the Convention are as follows: 
 

   2007 Spring Convention: 

 

 Registration:  $2,019.00 

 Food:  -$1,862.50 

 Site Fee: -$300.00 

 Toilets: -$420.00 

 Prizes:  -$40.00 

 Mailing: -$300.00 

 Printing: -$64.80 

 Land Fund: -$84.00 

  

 Total:  -$1,052.30 
 

We are still due a refund on the deposit for 

$250.00.  Other than that, I am not aware of any 

significant bills that are outstanding at this time for 

the 2007 Convention. 

 The remainder of 2007 will likely be quiet 

until the 2007 TCR. At that point we will incur 
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some small costs in association with the event, and 

we traditionally pick up a great deal of the mem-

bership renewals at this time. 
 

Submitted, Michael Cicherski—2007 TSA Treas-

urer 
 

Standing Committee Reports 
 

 TSA Projects—(Kennedy) Jim had nothing to 

report, as the Project leaders hadn’t submitted 

any reports to him. 

 TSA Website—Butch Fralia not present, but 

Mark Alman reported for him that the TSA 

website continues to have a large amount of 

traffic. 

 It was also decided to shut down the online      

      forum, as all it is doing is attracting spammers   

      and not any new posts or members.  All agreed. 

             Online back issues of The TEXAS CAVER  

      was discussed. Decision made to keep it as is. 

 Conservation Report—No report as Jacqui had 

stepped down. Description of job made by her, 

in the hopes of eliciting a volunteer. No one 

stepped up. 

 Safety & Techniques— (Broussard) Gave re-

port of info on the emergency contact card and 

that it was still correct. He will be submitting a 

new article for The TEXAS CAVER  this fall. 

 Geary Schindel announced that there would   

      be another vertical course this fall. 

 Membership Committee —  Chair still vacant.  

      Description of job given, but, no takers.  

 Publications — (Alman) The TEXAS CAVER 

and the TSA continues to add new members 

and advertisers. We now have three companies 

and the TSS running ads. Also will check into 

cost of bulk mailing. 

 Don Arburn working on a 2004 back issue  

     and Chris Vreeland working on the 50th anni 

     versary issue. 

 A big thanks to Jerry Atkinson for running  

      copies of the  Membership Directory and bring      

       ing  it to the Conventions. 
 

Old Business 
 

 TSA Store — Lee Jay Graves volunteered to 

be the new Store Manager!! Way to go, Lee 

Jay, and thanks! Various suggestions were 

made to Lee Jay to keep his sanity. 

 Jim Kennedy suggested bringing TSA T- 

     shirts  to the NSS convention, as they are the   

     biggest moneymaker with the least cost.  

 Jim also suggested that the TSS would be  

     Willing to help out as a “sales team”, and Jerry  

     Atkinson suggested the TSS be paid  for this.  
 

New Business 

 

 TSA Signs — Jim Kennedy stated that new 

signs are desperately needed for TSA events 

and that the issue came up two years ago and 

nothing was done. Suggestions included ge-

neric weatherproof bat signs be made for TSA/

TCR use.  Linda Palit made a motion that $300 

be approved for purchase of signs. Seconded 

and motion carried. Jim Kennedy to follow up. 

 TSA Mission Statement — Suggestion made 

that the TSA needs a statement for its “reason 

to exist” Jerry Atkinson to solicit inputs and 

work on a rough beginning statement. 

 TSA Elections Chair — Solicitations were 

made for a new Election Chair, as the old chair,  

Mark Alman, was elected as an officer. One 

major point made was that the officers need to 

be nominated and in place by the first of the 

year. 

 TSA Awards Committee & Chair — Joe Ran-

zau volunteered to chair an ad hoc committee to 

be appointed by John Brooks.  

 Nominations to be taken for the Chuck  

      Steen Award for a caver that goes above and  

      beyond to attract and welcome new cavers, and  

       the Preston McMichael Award to be given to   

       a caver conducting important and relevant re  

       search in the area of speleology and biology. 

 Land Trust Committee — Jay Jorden stated he 

owes the TSA an article from their last meet-

ing. Discussed how the finances have improved 

using laddered CD’s (CD’s of 1,2,3,4 and 5 

year lengths in order to maximize returns).   

 Joe Ranzau made a motion to transfer $500  

      from General Fund to the Land Acquisitions  

      Fund. Seconded and motion carried.  

 Announcements — Jacqui and Kel Thomas an-

nounced an Open House at Ess Cave in West 

Texas the weekend of May 12th. This will be 

open to all cavers and is a recreational trip with 

snacks provided and camping and ground fires 

available. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6 PM after a very productive 

session and all convened on the food tent for an 

extremely delicious and plentiful Italian dinner! 


