
  

 
MINUTES OF WINTER TSA 

BUSINESS MEETING,                  

13 January, 2007 
 

(Convened during the Colorado Bend State Park 

Project  Weekend, Bend, TX.   

Submitted by Mark Alman) 
 

Newly Elected Officers Present: John Brooks, 

Chairman; Jacqui Bills-Thomas, Vice-chairman; 

Mark Alman, Secretary;  
 

Newly Elected Officers Not Present: Michael 

Cicherski, Treasurer  (Out of town) 
 

Outgoing Officers Present: Andy Gluesenkamp, 

Secretary 
 

TSA Members and cavers in Attendance: John 

Brooks, Jacqui Thomas, Mark Alman, Edward 

Spaulding, Kel Thomas, Andy Gluesenkamp, Don 

Arburn, Allan Cobb, David Ochel, Rafal 

Kedzluski, Mark Gee, Joe Ranzau, Kim Dea, 

Kevin Toepke, Justin Fell, Mica Fell, Linda Palit, 

Jim Kennedy, Terry Holsinger 
 

Chairman's Report: (Brooks) Thanked everyone 

for having the confidence to re-elect him. No cop-

ies of the TSA Fall Business Meeting Minutes, so 

they were read by John and a motion was made and 

seconded to accept the minutes as read. Motion 

carried. John also mentioned that there are a lot of 

positives occurring in the state and with the TSA: 

The Texas Caver, the new TSA Forum, and excel-

lent and well-maintained website (a big thanks to 

Butch Fralia and Pete Lindsley), but they do need 

help, and how membership is way up. Thanked 

Butch Fralia for setting up CBSP as the Winter 

Meeting site. 

John did mention that getting back issues from 

2004 and 2005 of The Texas Caver printed and 

mailed is a major unresolved issue.  
 

Vice-Chairman’s Report: (Bills-Thomas) Despite 

the nighttime cold sweats she has been experienc-

ing of late, she enthusiastically showed her appre-

ciation to all who voted for her and pledged to be a 

great vice chair and to deliver an excellent Conven-

tion in April.  Location and date for this was heav-

ily discussed and the decision was made to have 

the convention at the Williams Creek School in Al-

bert, Texas (Gillespie County), April 13-15, 2007. 
 

Secretary's Report: (Alman) Mark thanked every-

one for electing him in a closely fought contest 

with Andy G. Andy and Mark both jokingly ac-

cused each other of doing a lousy job of stuffing 

the ballot box to insure that the other would win! 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Submitted via email by Mi-

chael Cicherski, Treasurer 
 

TSA Financial Report for 2006 

The TSA has assets of $9,079.62 in the Operating 

Account, $3,656.50 in the Savings Account and 

$7,658.47 in the Land Fund Account totaling 

$20,394.59 as of December 31, 2006. 
 

For historical perspective, the TSA assets in 2004 

totaled $18,635.82 and in 2005 the assets were 

$18,975.78. 
 

Income for the 2006 calendar year totaled 

$7,693.37 while the expenses over the same period 

were $6,525.76 resulting in a net income of 

$1,167.61. Again, for historical perspective the 

2004 year ended with a profit of $1,557.21 and the 

2005 year ended with a profit of $571.56.  
 

Membership appears to be on the rise. If the trend 

continues throughout 2007 we project a strong fis-

cal year resulting in a financially sound Texas Spe-

leological Association. 
 

2007 TSA Budget 
 

Income: 
  

Membership: The estimated income of $3,800.00 is 

coming from 200 memberships, (renewed or initi-

ated in 2007), at an average of $19.00 per person. 

With a continued strong membership drive 

throughout 2007 this figure has the potential to rise 

significantly. In the past we used an average of 

$20.00 per person. A significant number of our 

membership renews/pays online and that has cut 

into the average amount paid per member. 
 

TSA Convention: The estimated income of 

$2,400.00 comes from an attendance of 100 cavers 

attending.  A non-popular site, poor weather, poor 

planning, or poor advertising could draw down the 
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attendance and lower the income from this event to 

a break even. On a positive note, better than normal 

advertising, a strong event, and a popular location 

could mean a higher than projected income. 
 

TSA Bookstore: $50.00 income is projected to 

come from the sale of all items. The lack of atten-

tion to the Bookstore has significantly impacted the 

income from this venue.  
 

Texas Caver: An estimated $100.00 comes from 

library subscriptions.  
 

Interest Income:  Negligible at this point. 
 

Misc.: $150.00 will come in from TSA projects 

 

The total estimated income for the 2007 calendar 

year is $6,500.00 
 

Expenses: 
 

TSA Bookstore:  No monies have been set aside 

for purchasing of equipment or inventory in 2007. 
 

Bank Fees: Charges from Compass Bank and Fi-

delity are budgeted at $60.00 
 

Post Office Fees: Charges for the TSA Post Office 

Box are budgeted at $90.00 
 

TCR: Our assistance in mailing the announcements 

and additional miscellaneous costs are budgeted at 

$350.00. This is about 3% of the total projected 

expenses. 
 

Texas Caver: The printing and mailing of The 

Texas Caver is budgeted at $3,500.00. This is ap-

proximately 45% of the total projected expenses. 

The cost of mailing in 2007 is projected to rise 

which is reflected in the budget.  
 

TSA Convention: The 2007 Convention costs are 

estimated at about $2,200.00.  
 

TSA Elections: The estimated mailing and printing 

cost for the TSA elections will be $250.00 for 

2007.  
 

TSA Trailer: Maintenance and or upkeep for 2007 

on the trailer are budgeted at $250.00 based on pre-

vious years.  
 

TSA Website: The cost for the TSA website is 

budgeted at $150.00.   
 

TSA Membership Directory: No monies have been 

set aside for 2007 as the Directory is not published 

annually.  
 

The total operating expenses for the 2007 calendar 

year are estimated at $6,850.00. 
 

An income of $6,500 minus expenses estimated at 

$6,850 leaves a negative balance for the year of- 

350. 
 

In looking at the expenses in relation to the (single) 

membership dues: 
 

Texas Caver (total expenses)           51%       $10.20 

TSA Convention (total expenses)    32%       $06.40 

TSA Bookstore           00%       $00.00 

TCR (mailing, promotion, misc.)     05%      $01.00 

TSA Elections             03%      $00.60 

TSA Trailer             03%      $00.60 

Bank Fees             01%      $00.20 

Post Office Box rental            01%      $00.20 

TSA Website              02%      $00.40 

Misc.              02%      $00.40 

                      100%       $20.00 
 

Standing Committee Reports: 
 

TSA Projects Committee Report – Submitted by 

Jim Kennedy, TSA Projects Committee Chair 
 

1. CAVERNS OF SONORA RESTORATION — 

George Veni 

George requests that the project be dropped from 

the TSA Projects list.  No trips or activities in 

2006.  The rockhauling from the Devils Pit was 

completed in 2005.  Smaller, more detailed cleanup 

projects are still needed in the cave, and it remains 

to be seen if the Project will be reactivated by 

someone else in the future. 
 

2. KICKAPOO CAVERNS STATE PARK PRO-

JECT — Travis Scott/Allan Cobb 

The Kickapoo Caverns State Park Project held one 

trip in 2006 on the weekend of February 1–13, at-

tended by 29 cavers. There were still three objec-

tives to complete the initial phase of the project. 

Two caves (Blue Elm and Scorpion) needed survey 

and one karst feature needed to be dug on. Other 

non-cave activities for the weekend included brush 

clearing on road to Kickapoo, resealing of the shaft 

at Stuart Bat Cave and brush clearing around the 

entrance, and some campsite work. 

 One group led by Allan Cobb went to sur-

vey Blue Elm Cave. After having bad GPS coordi-

nates on past trips, their group walked right up on a 

cave this time, but it wasn't Blue Elm. It turns out 

the coordinates for Sumac Pit and Blue Elm were 

mixed up on Allan’s GPS. The problem was noted 

and Blue Elm found. The cave was surveyed 

(92.4m long, ~11.5m deep) and the group was back 

in camp late in the afternoon.  Jim Kennedy is 

drafting the map. 

 Another group led by Travis Scott went to 

finish the survey in Scorpion Cave and teach sur-

vey and sketching skills to two new cavers while 

the team surveyed. The cave was completely sur-

veyed and the group back at camp by early after-

noon. Having been to the cave many times, it was 

noted that the entrance was blowing quite a bit 

more air than past trips. The air was not felt else-

where in the cave. One porcupine was found in the 

entrance. 

 Another group led by Rebecca O'Daniel 

went to dig on the karst feature. After some work, 

the feature was opened up and cavers entered the 

virgin cave. The cave turned out to be about 7 me-

ters long and contained five porcupines. The cave 

was not surveyed and was not named.  Although 

the cave is short, it would be good to have it sur-

veyed. 

 The rest of the cavers headed over to Stuart 

Bat Cave and worked to secure the shaft entrance 

led by Don Auburn. Don reports: Saturday started 

cold and ended with a quick trip into Kickapoo 

Caverns. We started by getting the tractor back to 

the pile of dirt by the Knezek’s residence and 

picked up the dump truck. Our group headed up to 

the old guano-mining shaft of Stuart Bat Cave and 

assessed that three truck loads of dirt and several 

rolls of plastic landscape mesh were going to be 

required to cover the erosion. Mike and Randy 

showed up with loads of dirt in the park vehicles 

and drove up the hillside on a path the group 

cleared with loppers and chainsaws. The group 

then proceeded to shovel the dirt over the mesh and 

lay rocks to fortify the repaired entrance. After we 

completed this, we moved up to Stuart Bat cave 

where some of our group had moved on to, and 

cleared the sidewalk and cave entrance with lop-

ping shears and handmade brooms. After this our 

group split into two groups, one went with Mike 

Knezek to repair some old cow pens while the 

other group gathered up at the road to Kickapoo 

Caverns. We were told to clear tree branches from 

the entrance to the park all the way to the cave 

parking area. We made short work of making the 

tunnel through the cedars much bigger. We fin-

ished up and went back at the campgrounds where 

a lot of cactus was cleared from around the bird 

traps. Fran drove the Bobcat and removed the two 

large pile of cactus the group had made. 

 Having the work completed early, the trip 

into Kickapoo Caverns began early. All but three 

cavers visited Kickapoo that evening. A few took 

photos and most got to visit the wishing well room 

in small groups. After caving, most everyone gath-

ered at the bunkhouse to cook dinner. Many folks 

stayed up into the late night hours having a good 

time as usual. 

 Sunday morning came with a bite in the air 

and with plenty of frozen water bottles. It was re-

ported to be 18 degrees at sunrise. A group of 

cavers gathered and headed off for a trip to Stuart 

Bat Cave led by Jim Kennedy. Dataloggers needed 

to be checked and collected which allowed for 

some cavers to enter the cave on a tourist trip. 

Other caves packed up and left throughout the 

morning. 

 Although this project weekend was origi-

nally planned to be a small trip, it worked out well 

to open it up to a larger group and give cavers one 

last chance to visit the park and help with the pro-

ject. All of the preliminary goals of the project 

have been accomplished. The new cave needs to be 

surveyed, but it will only take a small group to do 

the survey. We are waiting on a few maps to be 

drafted. Once collected, we will gather the data and 

organize it into useable and organized cave files for 

each cave, which will finalize the project. 
 

2007 Objectives — We have decided that the pro-

ject is essentially over.  We are completing the 

maps and getting ready to write the final report. 

Travis and I will likely put together one or more 

small trips to clean up various minor objectives. 
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3. TSA COLORADO BEND PROJECT — Rafal 

Kedzierski 

Three projects at Colorado Bend State Park were 

run during the current leadership, with trips on the 

second weekend of October, November, and De-

cember 2006.  A total of 31 cavers for October trip, 

13 cavers for November trip, and 7 cavers for De-

cember trips were present.  The total number of 

volunteer hours for October trip was 220 hours, for 

November trip was 100 hours, and for December 

trip was 48 hours.  The total number of participants 

was 51, for a total of 368 hours.  The low participa-

tion for December reflects the bad weather and late 

planning for that trip. 

 We have surveyed Hissing Bat Cave, 

Scooby Snacks Cave, Spider Snacks Cave, and 

done partial surveys of Sick Cat Cave and Heav-

enly Snacks.  The maps for Hissing Bat, Scooby 

Snacks, Spider Snacks, and A Mother Pit were 

completed.  At least 22 features were GPSed or re-

GPSed.  Biological collections occurred in at least 

3 different caves were done, with identification 

pending.  

 On the December weekend, the new Caver 

Campsite site at CBSP for all volunteers was 

erected, and the old campsite cleanup finished. 

 Problems encountered during the project 

are lack of young caver participation, especially 

from traditional strongholds like UT and A&M.  

The support of the core group of cavers, park staff, 

and the facilities has been excellent.   

 Some members of this project are currently 

involved individually in drafting maps (Mark Gee, 

Jim Kennedy).  The core leadership meets occa-

sionally to discuss what the strategy for the future 

trips is.  A future meeting to address the numbering 

of the karst features and caves is planned.  Future 

trips are planned for the second weekend of Janu-

ary, February, March, and April of 2007.  The plan 

is to continue locating, surveying/mapping, and 

doing biological collections on all the caves in the 

park. 
 

4. GOVERNMENT CANYON KARST PROJECT 

— Marvin Miller 

General Project Statistics — There were 8 sched-

uled weekend trips, some comprising both days of 

the weekend and some only one, for a total of 12 

project workdays, of which one was rained out. 

 

Trip Dates   # of Participants 

January 14, 15     5 

February 25 (rainout), 26   4 

April 22     2 

May 27, 28     6 

September 9, 10    2 

October 8     2 

November 12     2 

December 3     7 
 

Average participants per trip: 3.75 

Total volunteered hours (including report writing 

and map making): 276   

Average per trip: 34.5 
 

Project Accomplishments: 

•  7 new karst features were identified, GPS-

located, and reported. No organized ridgewalking 

took place this year. 

•  2 new caves were found. Triple Dip Cave was 

found by a project participant and Hugo's Cave was 

found by a park volunteer. 

•  2 cave surveys were completed - Triple Dip Cave 

and Hugo’s Cave. 

•  1 permanent benchmark was installed at Triple 

Dip Cave. 

•  4 karst feature evaluations were completed with-

out finding caves. 
 

This year the project was given permission to pur-

sue some digging leads in some of the endangered 

species caves. A result of this was a significant 

breakthrough in Dancing Rattler Cave into a highly 

decorated and apparently extensive section of the 

cave. The breakthrough occurred in May. One sur-

vey trip has been done into the new section, which 

netted 49.4 meters of survey with plenty more pas-

sage seen. The total survey done in Dancing Rattler 

this year was 76.2 meters. Surveying in Dancing 

Rattler will be one focus of future trips. 
 

Other activities: 

•  Retrieved data loggers from Government Canyon 

Bat Cave. 

•  Worked on 3 sinkhole digs that continue. 

•  Finished dig in entrance sink of Dancing Rattler 

without finding more passage. 
 

Project Problems 

•  The project hosts, Government Canyon State 

Natural Area and Texas Parks and Wildlife, have 

always supported the project in every way possible 

and continue to do so. 

•  The only problem that can be mentioned is the 

lack of participation. While this does not detract 

from the enjoyment of the experience for those 

who do participate, it does limit the accomplish-

ments. 
 

Project Goals 

•  As mentioned above, the survey of Dancing Rat-

tler Cave is a high priority. Finishing surveys of the 

known caves is the top priority. The lead at the bot-

tom of Lost Pothole must be reassessed for the 

value of continuing the dig. A dig lead in Fobia 

Cave must be worked on. Some digging is going to 

be done in Lithic Ridge Cave in response to some 

interesting air currents. Several surface digs need to 

be continued. More than half of the property has 

never been systematically ridgewalked. 

•  Maps continue to be worked on sporadically, 

however, there has been a several month lull due to 

a lack of a graphics program. This is soon to be 

fixed and maps will once again be produced - spo-

radically. 
 

Upcoming Trips:  

•  March 10, 11 

•  April ? 

•  May ? 
 

Other Miscellaneous 

The following is the running summary of project 

accomplishments that is updated for each trip re-

port: 

•  Cleaning, repairing, and preparing the bunkhouse 

for use by all future volunteer projects. 

•  Assisting with preservation efforts of the Zizel-

mann House. 

•  Preserving a cave archaeological site for future 

study. 

•  Collecting data and conducting observations on 

the bats from Government Canyon Bat Cave for 12 

different months. 

•  Conducting observations on the bat population of 

Lithic Ridge Cave for six different months. 

•  Assisting bat flight patterns by clearing brush 

around Government Canyon Bat Cave entrance. 

•  Establishing a trail system inside Government 

Canyon Bat Cave. 

•  Conducting collections and observations of in-

vertebrates from 24 caves. 

•  Conducting detailed searches through about 3958 

acres of the Government Canyon property. 

•  Finding 24 sites with historical material. 

•  Finding 16 sites with archaeological material, 

and assisting with the evaluation, study, and preser-

vation of two sites. 

•  Finding one site with possible paleontological 

material. 

•  Finding 296 non-cave karst features. 

•  Evaluating and/or excavating 66 non-cave fea-

tures without finding caves. 

•  Digging open 9 new caves. 

•  Finding 31 open caves. 

•  Precisely determining the location coordinates of 

39 caves and 103 karst and cultural features using 

GPS equipment. 

•  Setting permanent benchmarks at 37 caves  

•  Completing the survey of 34 caves. 

•  Producing maps of 14 caves. 

•  Finding and reporting seven trespassers. 

•  Assisting with the herpetological study by gath-

ering GPS locations and by reporting sightings. 
 

5. HONEY CREEK WATER CAVE — Kurt 

Menking 

Kurt reports that there was little accomplished at 

Honey Creek Cave in 2006.  Several survey trips 

were aborted due to bad air. However, there were 

several successful reconnaissance trips to prepare 

for future dive trips to the back sump areas of the 

cave. Caver attendance on all Project trips was with 

the exception of the TCR weekend. One weekend 

only two others attended, and one weekend Kurt 

was the only one who attended. 

 Other issues in 2006 (besides poor volun-

teer turnout) were the family problems of the prop-

erty owners. Both of the owners are now in nursing 

homes, and both have been in and out of hospitals. 

One of their daughters, Joyce, lost her husband this 

year from a heart attack. Joyce is doing her best to 

raise their 6 year old son, keep up with her job, and 

pay for a house and property they just bought in 

Harper before the death of her husband.  In  her 

spare time she’s trying to manage the Honey Creek 

property. 

 On the brighter side, this was probably the 

most successful volunteer year ever at Honey 
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from traditional strongholds like UT and A&M.  

The support of the core group of cavers, park staff, 

and the facilities has been excellent.   

 Some members of this project are currently 

involved individually in drafting maps (Mark Gee, 

Jim Kennedy).  The core leadership meets occa-

sionally to discuss what the strategy for the future 

trips is.  A future meeting to address the numbering 

of the karst features and caves is planned.  Future 

trips are planned for the second weekend of Janu-

ary, February, March, and April of 2007.  The plan 

is to continue locating, surveying/mapping, and 

doing biological collections on all the caves in the 

park. 
 

4. GOVERNMENT CANYON KARST PROJECT 

— Marvin Miller 

General Project Statistics — There were 8 sched-

uled weekend trips, some comprising both days of 

the weekend and some only one, for a total of 12 

project workdays, of which one was rained out. 

 

Trip Dates   # of Participants 

January 14, 15     5 

February 25 (rainout), 26   4 

April 22     2 

May 27, 28     6 

September 9, 10    2 

October 8     2 

November 12     2 

December 3     7 
 

Average participants per trip: 3.75 

Total volunteered hours (including report writing 

and map making): 276   

Average per trip: 34.5 
 

Project Accomplishments: 

•  7 new karst features were identified, GPS-

located, and reported. No organized ridgewalking 

took place this year. 

•  2 new caves were found. Triple Dip Cave was 

found by a project participant and Hugo's Cave was 

found by a park volunteer. 

•  2 cave surveys were completed - Triple Dip Cave 

and Hugo’s Cave. 

•  1 permanent benchmark was installed at Triple 

Dip Cave. 

•  4 karst feature evaluations were completed with-

out finding caves. 
 

This year the project was given permission to pur-

sue some digging leads in some of the endangered 

species caves. A result of this was a significant 

breakthrough in Dancing Rattler Cave into a highly 

decorated and apparently extensive section of the 

cave. The breakthrough occurred in May. One sur-

vey trip has been done into the new section, which 

netted 49.4 meters of survey with plenty more pas-

sage seen. The total survey done in Dancing Rattler 

this year was 76.2 meters. Surveying in Dancing 

Rattler will be one focus of future trips. 
 

Other activities: 

•  Retrieved data loggers from Government Canyon 

Bat Cave. 

•  Worked on 3 sinkhole digs that continue. 

•  Finished dig in entrance sink of Dancing Rattler 

without finding more passage. 
 

Project Problems 

•  The project hosts, Government Canyon State 

Natural Area and Texas Parks and Wildlife, have 

always supported the project in every way possible 

and continue to do so. 

•  The only problem that can be mentioned is the 

lack of participation. While this does not detract 

from the enjoyment of the experience for those 

who do participate, it does limit the accomplish-

ments. 
 

Project Goals 

•  As mentioned above, the survey of Dancing Rat-

tler Cave is a high priority. Finishing surveys of the 

known caves is the top priority. The lead at the bot-

tom of Lost Pothole must be reassessed for the 

value of continuing the dig. A dig lead in Fobia 

Cave must be worked on. Some digging is going to 

be done in Lithic Ridge Cave in response to some 

interesting air currents. Several surface digs need to 

be continued. More than half of the property has 

never been systematically ridgewalked. 

•  Maps continue to be worked on sporadically, 

however, there has been a several month lull due to 

a lack of a graphics program. This is soon to be 

fixed and maps will once again be produced - spo-

radically. 
 

Upcoming Trips:  

•  March 10, 11 

•  April ? 

•  May ? 
 

Other Miscellaneous 

The following is the running summary of project 

accomplishments that is updated for each trip re-

port: 

•  Cleaning, repairing, and preparing the bunkhouse 

for use by all future volunteer projects. 

•  Assisting with preservation efforts of the Zizel-

mann House. 

•  Preserving a cave archaeological site for future 

study. 

•  Collecting data and conducting observations on 

the bats from Government Canyon Bat Cave for 12 

different months. 

•  Conducting observations on the bat population of 

Lithic Ridge Cave for six different months. 

•  Assisting bat flight patterns by clearing brush 

around Government Canyon Bat Cave entrance. 

•  Establishing a trail system inside Government 

Canyon Bat Cave. 

•  Conducting collections and observations of in-

vertebrates from 24 caves. 

•  Conducting detailed searches through about 3958 

acres of the Government Canyon property. 

•  Finding 24 sites with historical material. 

•  Finding 16 sites with archaeological material, 

and assisting with the evaluation, study, and preser-

vation of two sites. 

•  Finding one site with possible paleontological 

material. 

•  Finding 296 non-cave karst features. 

•  Evaluating and/or excavating 66 non-cave fea-

tures without finding caves. 

•  Digging open 9 new caves. 

•  Finding 31 open caves. 

•  Precisely determining the location coordinates of 

39 caves and 103 karst and cultural features using 

GPS equipment. 

•  Setting permanent benchmarks at 37 caves  

•  Completing the survey of 34 caves. 

•  Producing maps of 14 caves. 

•  Finding and reporting seven trespassers. 

•  Assisting with the herpetological study by gath-

ering GPS locations and by reporting sightings. 
 

5. HONEY CREEK WATER CAVE — Kurt 

Menking 

Kurt reports that there was little accomplished at 

Honey Creek Cave in 2006.  Several survey trips 

were aborted due to bad air. However, there were 

several successful reconnaissance trips to prepare 

for future dive trips to the back sump areas of the 

cave. Caver attendance on all Project trips was with 

the exception of the TCR weekend. One weekend 

only two others attended, and one weekend Kurt 

was the only one who attended. 

 Other issues in 2006 (besides poor volun-

teer turnout) were the family problems of the prop-

erty owners. Both of the owners are now in nursing 

homes, and both have been in and out of hospitals. 

One of their daughters, Joyce, lost her husband this 

year from a heart attack. Joyce is doing her best to 

raise their 6 year old son, keep up with her job, and 

pay for a house and property they just bought in 

Harper before the death of her husband.  In  her 

spare time she’s trying to manage the Honey Creek 

property. 

 On the brighter side, this was probably the 

most successful volunteer year ever at Honey 
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Creek. Cavers again did much cleanup, including 

preparation efforts for the TCR last year. In addi-

tion, 35 acres of cedar (Ashe juniper) were cut to 

help Joyce with her contract with the USDA. And 

cavers performed many other volunteer tasks on 

the property. Several long survey trips are planned, 

along with the usual recreational trips. 
 

6. POWELLS CAVE — Jerry Atkinson 

Jerry requests that the project be dropped from the 

TSA Projects list.  No trips or activities in 2006.  

The last group trip was during the 2005 TSA 

Spring Convention at Fort McKavett.  Jerry is will-

ing to set up another group trip in either the spring 

or fall of 2007. 
 

7. BUSTAMANTE — Orion Knox/Rune Burnett 

(adapted from the Susan Souby article in The 

TEXAS CAVER) 

The annual TSA sponsored Bustamante project 

took place on President’s Day Weekend, 17–20 

February 2006.  Project leaders Orion Knox and 

Rune Burnett met with the mayor, Jose Baldemar 

Gomez Rodriguez (Balde), several months prior to 

the project date to discuss the status of develop-

ment in the cave and its environs and the impact on 

the project.  In 2002 then-mayor Norma Robles 

announced that the Mexican government had ap-

propriated two million dollars for development of 

the cave for tourism. Each year concerns over road 

construction have made Project coordinators reluc-

tant to schedule the project for concern of having it 

halted by construction. This year the mayor assured 

Orion and Rune that even if construction on the 

road or tunnel had begun, it should not interfere 

with the project. 

 This year’s work included graffiti removal 

both outside and inside the cave, brush clearing 

along the road up to the cave, improvements to the 

trail from the upper parking lot to the cave, new 

steps to reach the cave entrance, lighting improve-

ments in the first room, completion of the installa-

tion of a wooden bridge in the first room, and in-

stallation of additional directional and instructive 

signs.  Sunday was reserved for wild cave tours and 

tours to local attractions and Monday for the mes-

cal factory tour and drive home. 117 volunteers 

participated. 

 A substantial and delicious banquet was 

hosted by the Hotel Ancira in the dining room of 

the hotel.  The group waited to start, anticipating an 

appearance by the mayor, but his return from Mon-

terrey was delayed and he wasn’t able to attend the 

banquet.   The volunteers reconvened on the patio 

after the meal, and almost everyone was awarded a 

door prize. The door prizes were numerous and 

fun. 

 The next Project weekend is tentatively 

scheduled for Labor Day if there is no road con-

struction or other conflict. 
 

TSA Website – Approximately 2000 hits per 

month, mainly in the calendar section. Online fo-

rum created and Butch and Pete could use help. 
 

Conservation: Jacqui Bills announced that she is 

stepping down from this position and that a few 

items had fallen into the crack, due to her second 

job. She did report on the broken Sonora Butterfly 

incident. 

Update: Local authorities have the credit card re-

cords and names of people in the group suspected 

of causing the damage, but it will take time to issue 

subpoenas to individuals, banks, and credit card 

companies. The broken part has never been found, 

despite an extensive and exhaustive search. Kel 

Thomas did write an article for The NSS News. De-

spite cavers’ concerns, procedures at The Caverns 

of Sonora will remain the same and no areas will 

be made off limits.  
 

Membership: The TSA is still seeking an official 

Membership Chair. Don Arburn was mentioned, 

but he neither accepted nor rejected offer. Mention 

was made that Grottos need to be more active in 

promoting and encouraging TSA and NSS mem-

bership. 
 

Publications: TEXAS CAVER report: Mark 

thanked Jerry Atkinson for all his help with the TC 

and for the effort he has committed to printing the 

TSA Activities Newsletter over the years. Jerry is 

stepping down from doing the ANL, as the TC is 

now being printed on a regular basis and caving 

events and other articles can be found in a more 

timely fashion at the Calendar on the TSA website 

and at other locations. 

 Mark also reported that the TC is now being 

printed regularly each quarter and, after some dis-

cussion, that cycle and current format will remain. 

Readership has increased from around 150 a year 

ago to almost 250, an increase of roughly 50%. Ad-

vertising is now available and two companies, 

Cavers Connection (a quarter page) and Inner 

Mountain Outfitters (a half a page) have commit-

ted. Prices are $50 for a whole page, $25 for a half 

page, and $15 for a quarter page. Prices deemed 

reasonable by all in attendance. Suggestions for 

other suitable companies to approach for advertis-

ing with the TC were made and Mark will follow 

up.  
 

Safety & Techniques: Don Broussard not present. 
 

Old Business: 
 

Land Fund: Jay Jorden not present, but, Joe Ran-

zau made a motion to transfer monies from the Op-

erating Fund to the Land Acquisition Fund. Motion 

made and carried to move $300, after consultation 

with TSA Treasure (Michael).  Would like to move 

more, but must counsel with Michael. Table till 

Spring Convention Meeting. 
 

TSA Online Store: Charles Goldsmith originally 

volunteered to manage the store, but, had to step 

down due to job relocation. New manager needed. 

Inventory 
 

Oztotl Stickers: Price estimates are in progress. 

Don Arburn volunteered to pay for the first run. 
 

New Business:  
 

 Spring Convention Announced. See page 14. 

 Project leader needed for Amistad National 

Recreation Area project. Responsibilities in-

clude publicizing trips, organizing tasks, as-

signing trips and submitting full trip reports to 

the TSA Projects Manager (Jim Kennedy), Ca-

veTex and The TEXAS CAVER.  

 See Linda Palit, if interested.  
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Creek. Cavers again did much cleanup, including 

preparation efforts for the TCR last year. In addi-

tion, 35 acres of cedar (Ashe juniper) were cut to 

help Joyce with her contract with the USDA. And 

cavers performed many other volunteer tasks on 

the property. Several long survey trips are planned, 

along with the usual recreational trips. 
 

6. POWELLS CAVE — Jerry Atkinson 

Jerry requests that the project be dropped from the 

TSA Projects list.  No trips or activities in 2006.  

The last group trip was during the 2005 TSA 

Spring Convention at Fort McKavett.  Jerry is will-

ing to set up another group trip in either the spring 

or fall of 2007. 
 

7. BUSTAMANTE — Orion Knox/Rune Burnett 

(adapted from the Susan Souby article in The 

TEXAS CAVER) 

The annual TSA sponsored Bustamante project 

took place on President’s Day Weekend, 17–20 

February 2006.  Project leaders Orion Knox and 

Rune Burnett met with the mayor, Jose Baldemar 

Gomez Rodriguez (Balde), several months prior to 

the project date to discuss the status of develop-

ment in the cave and its environs and the impact on 

the project.  In 2002 then-mayor Norma Robles 

announced that the Mexican government had ap-

propriated two million dollars for development of 

the cave for tourism. Each year concerns over road 

construction have made Project coordinators reluc-

tant to schedule the project for concern of having it 

halted by construction. This year the mayor assured 

Orion and Rune that even if construction on the 

road or tunnel had begun, it should not interfere 

with the project. 

 This year’s work included graffiti removal 

both outside and inside the cave, brush clearing 

along the road up to the cave, improvements to the 

trail from the upper parking lot to the cave, new 

steps to reach the cave entrance, lighting improve-

ments in the first room, completion of the installa-

tion of a wooden bridge in the first room, and in-

stallation of additional directional and instructive 

signs.  Sunday was reserved for wild cave tours and 

tours to local attractions and Monday for the mes-

cal factory tour and drive home. 117 volunteers 

participated. 

 A substantial and delicious banquet was 

hosted by the Hotel Ancira in the dining room of 

the hotel.  The group waited to start, anticipating an 

appearance by the mayor, but his return from Mon-

terrey was delayed and he wasn’t able to attend the 

banquet.   The volunteers reconvened on the patio 

after the meal, and almost everyone was awarded a 

door prize. The door prizes were numerous and 

fun. 

 The next Project weekend is tentatively 

scheduled for Labor Day if there is no road con-

struction or other conflict. 
 

TSA Website – Approximately 2000 hits per 

month, mainly in the calendar section. Online fo-

rum created and Butch and Pete could use help. 
 

Conservation: Jacqui Bills announced that she is 

stepping down from this position and that a few 

items had fallen into the crack, due to her second 

job. She did report on the broken Sonora Butterfly 

incident. 

Update: Local authorities have the credit card re-

cords and names of people in the group suspected 

of causing the damage, but it will take time to issue 

subpoenas to individuals, banks, and credit card 

companies. The broken part has never been found, 

despite an extensive and exhaustive search. Kel 

Thomas did write an article for The NSS News. De-

spite cavers’ concerns, procedures at The Caverns 

of Sonora will remain the same and no areas will 

be made off limits.  
 

Membership: The TSA is still seeking an official 

Membership Chair. Don Arburn was mentioned, 

but he neither accepted nor rejected offer. Mention 

was made that Grottos need to be more active in 

promoting and encouraging TSA and NSS mem-

bership. 
 

Publications: TEXAS CAVER report: Mark 

thanked Jerry Atkinson for all his help with the TC 

and for the effort he has committed to printing the 

TSA Activities Newsletter over the years. Jerry is 

stepping down from doing the ANL, as the TC is 

now being printed on a regular basis and caving 
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ted. Prices are $50 for a whole page, $25 for a half 

page, and $15 for a quarter page. Prices deemed 

reasonable by all in attendance. Suggestions for 

other suitable companies to approach for advertis-

ing with the TC were made and Mark will follow 

up.  
 

Safety & Techniques: Don Broussard not present. 
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Land Fund: Jay Jorden not present, but, Joe Ran-

zau made a motion to transfer monies from the Op-

erating Fund to the Land Acquisition Fund. Motion 

made and carried to move $300, after consultation 

with TSA Treasure (Michael).  Would like to move 

more, but must counsel with Michael. Table till 
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down due to job relocation. New manager needed. 
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