
 Minutes of Fall TSA Business Meeting 20 October 2013  

(Convened at Texas Caver Reunion – Paradise Canyon, Medina, Texas) Submitted by Heather Tuček  

Officers present: Don Arburn – Chairman, Roger Moore – Vice-Chairman, Michael Cicherski – Treasurer, 

Heather Tuček – Secretary  

TSA Members and Cavers in Attendance: Bill Bentley, Jacqui Thomas, David Ochel, Paul Fambro, J. 

Katherine McClure, Orion Knox, Jose Bueno, Fernando Hernandez, Kurt Menking, Jim Kennedy, William 

Russell, Ryan Monjaras, Katie Arens, Ron Rutherford, Sabine Bredow, Greg Passmore, Lilly Byrd, Aaron 

Snelling, RD Milhollin 

Welcome and Introductions/Chairman’s Report – (Arburn): Don Arburn convened the meeting at 

9:16am. Welcome. Don introduced Kurt Menking as the new TSA Chairperson. No agenda or spring 

meeting minutes were printed out.  

Vice-Chairman’s Report – (Moore):  Announced that next year’s TSA Spring Convention will once again 

be held at Cave Without a Name, in Boerne, Texas. 

Secretary’s Report – (Tuček): Nothing to report. 

Treasurer’s Report – (Cicherski): Reported that Roger and the Convention was responsible for the Net 

Income increase for this year. He mentioned that our membership has dropped, and that we are right 

around the breaking even point. He brought up the fact that most people don’t understand who or what 

they are joining. He thinks that both organizations could do something about letting people know what 

exactly what it is that we do. If we can show people who we are, we may be able to get new members. 

Our current balance for TSA is: $12,260.25, which does not include membership payments made at TCR. 

This is a 34.8% increase from last year at this time. Reported that Ann Scott will be taking over duties as 

Treasurer as soon as she gets back from Rome. 

 

Standing Committee Reports  

Publications – (Orr): Jill is present at TCR, but not feeling well this morning, so is not present for the 

meeting. There is a box of Texas Caver magazines that she brought, look through and find your name, to 

save on postage. Jim Kennedy mentioned that Jill submitted the first issue that she did to the NSS Salon, 

and won an award for that. Don Arburn said that Jill is a little timid when talking to people in person, but 

that she’s doing a great job as editor, and that we should thank her. Also, send her articles for the Texas 

Caver. 

Don mentioned that he likes to make new people write reports, so we can see the new people’s 

perspective. He used to make new people at Punkin &Deep trips write reports, but they haven’t been 

keeping up with that. 

Website – (Fralia): Not discussed, absent 

Membership – (Tucek): Not discussed 

Conservation committee – (Open): Not discussed  



Other Committee Reports  

Fundraising – (Germany): Not discussed, absent  

Store – (Graves): Not discussed, absent 

Old Business  

• Not Discussed 

New Business  

• It was mentioned that we need to get someone to take photos at TSA events and get stuff printed in 

the Texas Caver. Jim said it’d be nice to get them on the website as well.  

 

Announcements:  

• TCR re-cap: 

Michael Cicherski reported that registration for TCR this year was 313. Jim Kennedy said he thought that 

even though there was no water in the river, he considers this TCR the best one ever. He said that we 

had a great parade (Steampunk theme), and that CaveSim went over well. 

Don Arburn said that Dave and Tracy from CaveSim had a good time, and enjoyed the event. They left 

late last night, but were happy with the whole thing. Don suggested maybe try to get them back next 

year, or to another event. 

Don said that Danger from Highline Ropes in Canada was having a good time, and selling a lot of rope. 

Michael mentioned that we comped Dave and Tracy, and they were cery appreciative of all the little 

things that people did, and that they even jumped into the parade at the end of the run. Don said there 

were some speed records, and that Dave was adamant about getting everything set up before he took a 

rest when he got here. Don will get a count of how many people went through. 

The owner of Paradise Canyon offered a multi-year deal, and Don Arburn would like some help 

negotiating. Jim Kennedy suggested no more than 3 years at a time. Owner takes good care of the place, 

keeps the grounds watered and clean. Don set out a request for people to help clean up trash, and to 

pick up after dogs.   

RD Milhollin asked for a board with activities and times for next year, Jim Kennedy added that a 

campground map with locations would be nice as well. Don Arburn said that he started working on 

something, but hasn’t completed it yet. JimKennedy added we could put it at the registration table next 

year.  

 

Meeting adjourned 9:34am 


